Ronald Ekstrom
Ron’s brings a collection of eclectic skills derived from a broad range of industries and experiencs that range from media, publishing, distribution, retail, consulting and business brokerage. His ability to problem solve and develop creative solutions have helped hundreds of business owners transition from their businesses over the past decade. He holds a Real Estate broker license in MA and RI.
Business Brokerage/M&A Experience

Ron’s broker career began at VR Business Brokers in 1989 in Chicago, IL. Ron spent the next few years learning the basics of business brokerage, while expanding a newspaper distribution business that he owned. After exiting that business, Ron would later accept an opportunity in media to come to the Boston area where he would eventually purchase a weekly newspaper, grew that paper and later sold it to Media News Group from Denver, CO in 2004.


Ron joined Sunbelt Business Advisors in 2004 to head up their mainstreet and M&A division managing offices around Boston, Worcester and Warwick, RI heading a team of 15 brokers and M&A professionals. While the firm were generalists in nature, Ron had a strong focus with healthcare companies, imaging centers, long term care facilities, manufacturing and service related businesses. 


Ron brokered the largest deal in the Sunbelt network  3 times between 2007 and 2012 (225 offices and 1,500 brokers nationwide).


Ron joined George & Company January 2018.

Business Ownership Experience

Ron’s business ownership experience ranges from media, retail, distribution, real estate property management and consulting. These wide range of experiences have created a wealth of knowledge that he draws upon to develop strategies to help business owners transition out of their businesses.


Ron’s endeavors began in 1986 with property management ownership. Later on he would own and manage a distribution company in Chicago from 1988 to 1994. There were several years of owning convenience and video stores, while consulting for a local convenience store chain where Ron was consulted to help streamline operations and improve profitabilty of stores for sale.


Ron arrived in Boston in 1998 and after a few years of work in media as a Circulation Director and General Manager, he purchased a weekly newspaper in 2001 with a 3 to 5 year exit strategy. These were difficult times for the country with the 9-11 tragedy and no one felt it more than media and advertising companies. Ron would triple revenues during this period and managed the sale of his newspaper to Media News Group 3 years and 3 months after his purchase working the exit strategy he had developed in 2001. 


These types of experiences have proved invaluable as Ron works with business owners to understand owner’s needs upon exit and how to maximize the value of their companies.

Media Experience

Ron has worked at almost all levels in media from circulation to marketing & sales to editorial and graphic design and even publisher and general manager. Understanding a business from the ground floor up is a critical component in understanding what business owners go through on a day to day basis.


Ron has worked for various media companies including; Chicago Tribune, Chicago Sun-Times, Rockford Register Star (Gannet), USA Today (Gannet), Beloit Daily News (Hagadone Group), Sentinel & Enterprise (Media News Group) and others. These experiences with some of the country’s largest media companies helped Ron develop a broad understanding of systems and management that are required to be successful.



